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lives are changed.

·~•·
~.-~·'
1

..

~-.·

..

The truth of this statement is reflected daily in our Center for Student Success and perhaps nowhere more than in
the McNair Scholars Program [Page 10]. There, minority
and first-generation college students are challenged, encouraged and assisted in pursuing higher education beyond
their bachelor's degree.
The program is named for Dr. Ronald E. McNair,
America's second black astronaut in space and one of seven

crew members killed in the space shuttle Challenger explosion Jan. 28, 1986. McNair
was a Presidential Scholar and NATO Fellow, among many other honors and awards,
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who earned a Ph.D. in physics from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1976 at
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the age of 26 and became a recognized expert in laser physics.
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Harding's McNair Program has served 107 students, and 87 have graduated. Of
these graduates, 24 are enrolled in graduate school, 34 have completed a master's degree, and six have earned a doctorate. Four of our McNair Scholars are now in medical
school, and 11 more are in other doctoral programs.

The success of the McN air Program is largely the result of
mentoring. A total of 55 faculty mentors have worked with
the program since it began on campus slightly more than 10
years ago. Each of these mentors spends a large amount of
time with their McNair Scholar, helping the student to see
a world of possibility they never before imagined and, at the
same time, helping the student to see the rich potential that
lies within him or her.
Thus, they help build the community we know as Harding while helping these students "fly to the sky" as McN air said.
In this issue, you will also read about two alumni using their teaching gift internationally [Page 16], learn how a summer program is broadening student worldviews
[Page 23] , and see what five past editors of The Bison consider their top stories [Page 20].
In this new year, we trust that remarkable things will continue to happen within
the Harding University Community of Mission as we touch the future by participating
with God in changing lives. H
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Light emitting diodes on the new
video board at First Security Stadium
provide instant replays at Bison football games. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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During one of the most
anticipated chapels of the
semester, costume-clad
participants in the holiday band program provide
some holiday merriment
for their fellow students
the week before finals.

•

FEATURES

IO

McNair to there
Under Dr. Linda Thompson's leadership, the McNair Program has served
the Harding community for more than 10 years. Meet five of its graduates
to see how the program prepared them for where they are now.

I6

life in India
Combining their career choice with their passion for travel, Aaron and
Tabitha Hoofman Pugh spent the last three years teaching in New Delhi.

20

DEPARTMENTS
2

Around Campus
School of Theology names dean
and other University happenings.

8

Athletics
Scoreboard, video board gifted
from 1959 team and their families.

2 6 I Connections

26

Editor's choice
Five former heads of The Bison relay what stories impacted them most
during their tenures as editor in chief.

23 One story at a time

Three students share their experiences as participants in the thoughtprovoking study of media and culture from a Christian worldview during
the last two Summer Academic Institutes.

Profile
Esther Marie Clay Yingling,
1942

2 7 Alma matters
28 Profile
Paul Chandler, 2003

29
30

31

Enhancing the mission
Events
Tribute
Agnes Michele Warren

End Note
Giving back, giving thanks.
WINTER 2015

I Harding I 1

~ . Around Carn
Black named School of Theology dean
President Bruce Mclarty has
announced that Dr. Allen
Black, professor of New Testament at Harding School of
Theology, will become dean of
the school July 1. Black replaces Dr. Evertt Huffard, who
announced his decision to
resign from the position effective June 30, 2015 , according
to an October statement from
HST Vice President Jim Martin. Huffard will continue to
teach on a part-time basis.
Huffard, who served as dean
since 1999, joined the faculty in
1987. Black has been a member
of the faculty since 1983.
"I appreciate so much the
leadership Dr. Huffard has
provided for the school during
his 15-year tenure as dean,"
Mclarty said. "He has been a
phenomenal leader for HST
and is loved and respected by
faculty and students alike.
"Dr. Black becomes the
seventh dean of our graduate
theology program. Because
of his academic background
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and his long association with
the school, he was an obvious
choice for the dean's position,"
Mclarty said. "I am confident

he will continue to provide
the strong leadership that is
so characteristic of the deans
who have preceded him."

Black holds degrees from
Freed-Hardeman U niversity, Harding University,
the School of Theology and
Emory University, where he
received the Ph.D. in 1985.
For approximately 30 years
he has served as part-time
minister of adult education
at Highland Church of Christ
in Memphis.
Among Black's writings are
two commentaries in the College Press NIV New Testament
series - one on the Gospel of
Mark and one on 1 Peter.
Huffard, a 1971 Harding
alumnus, received both the
Master of Arts and Master of
Theology degrees from HST.
He received the Ph.D. in intercultural studies from Fuller
Theological Seminary in 1985.
He has held ministry positions with several Memphis
churches including the Park
Avenue Church of Christ,
Quince Road Church of
Christ, and the Church of
Christ at White Station.

Board selects Reaves president; adds three
The board of trustees elected

new officers at its semiannual
meeting in Searcy Oct. 31, 2014.
Chosen to lead the governing body was retired Russellville, Arkansas, banker
Roy Reaves. He is the retired
chairman and CEO of Liberty
Bank in Russellville. Reaves,
a 1965 alumnus of the school,
joined the board in 2007.
Selected as vice chairman
was Dr. Bob Walker, a physician in Decatur, Alabama.
Walker, a 1977 alumnus, was
also added to the board in 2007.
He is a physician with Surgical
Associates of North Alabama.
Metairie, Louisiana, electrical engineer Harrell Freeman
was selected to serve as secretary. For the past four years he
has served as vice chairman of
the board. Freeman has been
a member since 2000.
2 I Harding I WINTER
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Jimmy Cone, president
of the Cone Group in Little
Rock, Arkansas, was elected
to serve as treasurer. Cone, a
1977 alumnus, joined in 2002.
The board also announced
three new members - Craig
Cheatham, Dr. Michael Justus
and Howard Wright.
Cheatham lives in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and
is president and CEO for
~~...._ The Realty Alliance Inc., a
network of
the largest
residential
real estate
firms in
North America.
He graduated from Harding in
1990 with a B.A. in advertising,
and he earned his MBA from
Samford University in 1997.
A Searcy, Arkansas, resi-

dent, Justus is a family practice physician with Searcy
Medical Center and White
County Medical Center. He
graduated from Harding in
1974 with his B.S. and from
University of
Arkansas
College of
Medicine
in 1978.
He did his
residency in
family practice at University of Arkansas
Area Health Education Center
in Fort Smith from 1978-81.
He has been a physician in
Searcy since 1985.
Wright, senior minister
of the Camp Creek Church of
Christ in Atlanta, received his
B.A. from Harding in 1968.
He earned a Master of Social
Work degree from State Uni-

versity of New
York at Stony
Brook. In
2007, Wright
was awarded
an honorary
doctorate from
Harding and was named the
school's Distinguished Alumnus in 2011.
The newly elected officers
will serve two-year terms in
their respective positions and
will serve on the board's executive committee along with
immediate past chair John 0 .
Simmons of Columbia, Tennessee. The recently added
members will attend their
first meeting when the board
meets for their semiannual
meeting in May 2015. The
additions bring the number of
men and women in Harding's
governing body to 28.
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Camaraderie tells Burks' story
Chancellor David B. Burks has released a
memoir detailing his 26 years as president of
the University. Burks completed the book in
time for the University's 90th annual Homecoming last fall.
The book is titled Camaraderie, a word that
became a key to Burk's presidency when he began
speaking about it in the first daily chapel of each
school year. Burks describes the word as "highspirited fellowship," and the book highlights
many of his favorite and meaningful moments
from his 26 years at the helm of the University.
"I tried to answer the question, 'Why is Harding so special for so many people?"' Burks said.
"We have 50,000 alumni. The answer lies in the
people who make up the Harding family."
Burks structured the book around "faith,
learning and living," a phrase he used in his

1987 presidential
inaugural address
and has since
1 ld,,.11n 1:-: I.11th . I 1·o1,,1in:.: f1 I
been at the center
ll.,rdit1 ~.: lt1iv,·, :,if lf
fll\Vll l I\ l \ll h:f; ' ,
of the University's
brand. He also
featured chapters on Harding's growth under his
leadership and transitioning to a new president.
Burks chose to dedicate the book to students.
"I've been influenced by the student body
at Harding," Burks said. "As I thought about
this book, it's all about relationships and highspirited fellowship, and it seemed to me from
the very beginning that this book should be
dedicated to the students at Harding."
Camaraderie can be purchased in the University bookstore and online at bookstore.harding.
edu for $25.

Camaraderie
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Not Off Limits: Questions
Jonah: God's Scandalous
Mercy, by Dr. Kevin
You Wish You Could Ask at
Church, by Dr. Ross Cochran, Youngblood, associate
professor in the College of
professor in the College of
Bible and Ministry.
Bible and Ministry.

■

Ebola survivor,
prime minister
to speak
The American Studies Insti-

tute has announced two additional speakers for the 2014-15
Distinguished Lecture Series.
Dr. Kent Brantly, an Ebola survivor, will speak March 17, and
former Greece Prime Minister
George Papandreou will present April 23.
Brantly was one of two
Americans transported back
to the United States
from West Africa
in August after
contracting the
Ebola virus.
He began a
two-year term in
October 2013 working as medical director for
Samaritan's Purse Ebola Consolidated Case Management
Center in Monrovia, Liberia.
Brantly was released from
Emory University Hospital in
Atlanta Aug. 21, 2014, after
blood tests came back negative for the virus. Since then,
he has had numerous media
appearances and speaking
engagements. In December
2014, Time magazine featured
Brantly and other Ebola fighters as "Person of the Year."
In addition to serving as
prime minister of Greece
from 2009-11 , Papandreou
also served as foreign minister of
Greece from
1999-2004,
has been a
member of
Greek parliament since 1981,
and has served as president
of Socialist International
since 2006. Named as one
of Foreign Policy magazine's
"Top 100 Global Thinkers"
in 2010 for "making the best
of Greece's worst year," he
speaks with authority on the
state of the Eurozone today
and the future of the European Union.
WINTER 2015
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[Around Campus]
Spring Sing centers
around slogan
'Famous for Fifteen'

VINTAGE HARDING
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75 ye_ars ago

The theme for Spring Sing this year is

"Famous for Fifteen," based on a slogan
of pop-art pioneer Andy Warhol, who is
known for coining the phrase, "In the
future, everyone will be world famous for
15 minutes."
Spring Sing 2015 will be a show that
examines the real meaning of fame,
fortune and desire April 2-4. The show
will involve a steampunk style set of
clockworks and gears. Effects will include
steam blasts, fog , lasers, pyrotechnics and
virtual scenery.
"Spring Sing 2015 explores the desire
for fame and fortune and the fleeting nature of notoriety," director Steve Frye said.
"The show will examine the real meaning of being famous. Fame matters most
when we are honored for meaningful
achievement and service with the glory
being given to God. "
Hosts and hostesses will include seniors James Morgan, a marketing major
from Woodland, California, and Kelsey
Sumrall, theatre education major from
Poplar Bluff, Missouri; junior Jesse Hixson, interdisciplinary studies major from
Nashville, Tennessee; and sophomore
Renee Maynard, music education major
from Brownsburg, Indiana.
"On a personal note, I am kind of excited
about this show," Frye said. "It is the 42nd
annual Spring Sing at Harding University
and my 21st year to serve as director."
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The campus was active on Thanksgiving Day 1939 as Lectureship was held during that week. A
feast was prepared on campus with barbecue pits full of beef and pork ready for faculty, students
and guests to enjoy. That Thanksgiving proved to be one for the history books as Dr. George S.
Benson, president for just three years, met his goal of setting the campus debt free, which he announced to a crowded auditorium in Godden Hall. Soon the crowd gathered around a large bonfire
on the front lawn lit by Benson where J.N. Armstrong, Harding's first president, threw the cancelled mortgage into the flames. The "Alma Mater" was joyfully sung, and, according to the 1940
Petit Jean, the Alumni Association presented a gift of $5,000 in insurance policies to Benson to
begin an endowment.
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College of Arts

and Humanities

Department of
Art and Design
Dr. Faye Doran, professor,
presented two papers at the
2014 Arkansas Counseling
Association Annual Conference
in Hot Springs Nov. 20-21. Her
topics were "Identifying Signs
of Abuse" and "Addictions and
Brain Training."
Daniel Adams, professor and
chair, recently had an exhibit
of original printmaking at
Palace Gallery in Monroe,
Louisiana, and exhibited
his work along with other
members of the Arkansas
Society of Printmakers at the
Historic Arkansas Museum
4 I Harding
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in Little Rock November
2014-January 2015.
Department of
Communication
Ginger Blackstone, assistant
professor of broadcast
journalism and electronic
media production, wrote
an article published in the
Amen'can Journalism journal.
The article was titled, "Side
by Side: Can Film Survive
Our Digital Future?" She
also presented a paper titled
"Ego, Engagement, and
Exchange of Information: How
a Narcissistic Social Media
Culture Can Save Watchdog
Journalism" in August 2014 at
the Association for Educators
in Journalism and Mass

Communication Conference in
Montreal, Canada.
Department of English
Heath Carpenter, instructor,
co-authored The Power of 12:
Menton'ng the Next Generation
with Keith Jackson, which
was published in November.
Dr. Nick Boone, assistant
professor, presented at the
Black Mountain College
Museum and Arts Center in
Asheville, North Carolina, in
September. His presentation
was titled "Love as Intersubjective 'Outstanding
Standing Within' in Creeley's
Poems." Boone published a
scholarly article in Religion
and the Arts titled "D.H.
Lawrence's Theology of the

Body: Intersections with
John Paul !I's Man and
Woman He Created Them;"
a scholarly article in Notes
and Quen'es titled "D.H.
Lawrence's 'Men Must Work
and Women Must Work as
Well' in Aldous Huxley's Brave
New World," and a poem
titled "Acountant, I" in Cave
Region Review: A Journal of
Literary and Visual Art.
Nathan Henton, assistant
professor; Kristen Ragland,
instructor; and Dr. Jon
Singleton, assistant
professor; presented at
the Arkansas Philological
Association conference
in Little Rock in October.
Henton's presentation

was titled "The History
of English as a Tool for
Teaching Grammar."
Ragland's presentation was
"Intermental Thought and
Isolation in Hamlet," and
Singleton's presentation
was on "Hardy's Diabolical
Laugh." Singleton also
published a review of Norman
Vance's "Bible and Novel:
Narrative Authority and the
Death of God" in The Journal
of Theological Studies.
Logan Stark, a Bible major
with an English minor,
also presented a paper at
the student division of
the Arkansas Philological
Association conference in
Little Rock in October. The

------------------~•
A man who met his match

Jon Byron ('07) first heard about the bone
marrow donor program during his senior
year at Harding. Unsure about what the
process would entail, he knew of a family
in need and knew registering to donate
was the right thing to do. Three years later,
Byron received a call from Be the Match.
With the time that had passed since he
registered, Byron said he knew little about
what it meant to actually donate bone
marrow, but after researching the process,
he was able to put his mind to rest and felt
honored by the opportunity.
"I can honestly say that participating in
this program was one of the most important things I've done in my life," Byron
said. "To have been afforded the opportunity to actually save someone's life - it's
a moment you can't put into words. It's a
humbling experience - a process that really puts things into perspective for you."
After initial paperwork was completed,
Byron was told that the man he was donating to was reaching a "point of no return'' and was in critical condition, so the
process had to be expedited. Byron was
informed that if he felt he did not want to
donate, he needed to let them know right
away as the preparation for the procedure
meant life or death for the patient in need
of bone marrow.
"I remember that call-thinking that
someone, somewhere in the world was
hanging their every hope on the choice I
was making," Byron said.
Byron said he did not know much

RS NEWS MAKERS

about the man he was donating to - only
that he was middle-aged and a father.
"I thought a lot about his family and
how scared they all must be," Bryon said.
"I couldn't even imagine saying no. I
couldn't think of a single thing that was
more important in my life than this
donation process."
According to Byron, the experience
became more real to him two years later
when he was informed that the man
whose life had been saved was requesting
his contact information. Byron immediately consented to meet his match. Within
a couple hours, he received an email from
a middle-aged man in Germany who
has a wife and three children and loves
to travel the world with his family. Since
then, the family has sent Byron postcards
from Belgium, Germany, France, Spain
and Uruguay, and in return Byron has

Did you KNOW?
The Carr College of Nursing's Master

of Science in Nursing degree program
has begun accepting applications for
fall 2015. The new master's degree prepares students for a career as a family
nurse practitioner. The program's application cycle is Oct. 15, 2014-March 15,
2015. For details on application and
admission requirements, visit www.
harding.edu/nursing or contact the
College of Nursing at 501-279-4475.

sent postcards
to them from
Italy, Yosemite,
Los Angeles and
Colorado.
He and
Byron talk
every year at
Christmas time
and exchange
pictures of their
families. Byron hopes to travel to Germany to meet him in person soon.
"It's too easy to forget that these are
real people who are fighting for their lives;
this organization has provided ordinary
people like me the opportunity to be a part
of something extraordinary," Byron said.
"Who wouldn't want to be a part of that?"
The College of Pharmacy will be partnering with Be the Match to host a bone
marrow registry drive during Spring Sing
weekend in April. Katy Jang, a senior
pharmacy student, will be leading the
drive and encourages students, faculty,
staff and friends to participate.
"It will be a good way to reflect the love
of God to other people by being a bone
marrow donor, giving a financial gift, and
volunteering for the program as a community," Jang said. "It can make a significant difference in the lives of blood cancer
patients. The more registry members for
Be the Match, the greater the likelihood of
finding their life-saving marrow donor." H
- Bethany Aspey
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paper was on William Blake's
poetry and was titled "Jesus:
The Tyger of England."
College of Bible
and Ministry

Klay Bartee, assistant
professor, successfully
defended his dissertation in
December at University of
Louisiana-Monroe to earn a
Ph.D. His dissertation was
titled "Creative Spirituality
in Systemic Psychotherapy:
Considerations of Embodied
Spirit in Therapeutic
Discourse."
College of Pharmacy

At the annual meeting of the
board of commissioners, Dr.

Rodney Richmond, associate
professor of pharmacy
practice, was elected
secretary-treasurer of the
Commission for Certification
of Geriatric Pharmacy for
the 2014-15 year. The CCGP
oversees board certification
in geriatric pharmacy.
Student pharmacists in the
college's chapter of Student
Society of Health-System
Pharmacists received the
Outstanding Professional
Development Project Award
for their professional
development project to
increase and train pharmacy
support staff. They were
selected by the American
Society of Health-System

Pharmacists and presented
their project at the 2014
Midyear Clinical Meeting on
Dec. 6 in Anaheim, California.
College of Sciences

The College has added
a new interdisciplinary
degree program in cognitive
neuroscience, a scientific
study of how the nervous
system mediates cognitive
and behavioral effects in
the realms of motivation,
perception, learning and
memory, and attention and
motor performance. The
program will be offered
beginning fall 2015.

Department of
Computer Science
Gabriel Foust, assistant
professor, presented research
in September at the 13th
International Conference on
Generative Programming:
Concepts and Experiences held
in Vasteras, Sweden. The title
of his paper was "Specializing
Planners for Hierarchical
Multi-Way Dataflow Constraint
Systems." The work he is
doing is part of a research
project that aims to make
improvements in the field of
user interface programming.

Department of Family
and Consumer Sciences
Ors. Denise Fisher, associate
professor, and Crystal

Whittington, assistant
professor, presented a poster
session on careers in family
and consumer sciences at
the regional Family, Career
and Community Leaders of
America convention in Little
Rock Nov. 15, 2014.
Of the students enrolled
in FCS 435, 100 percent
passed the ServSafe
Food Protection Manager
Certification examination
with the National Restaurant
Association.
Department of Psychology
Dr. Glen Adams, associate
professor, attended the
2014 meeting at the Society
of Neuroscience held in
Washington, D.C., Nov. 15-19.
WINTER 201s
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Everyday student
Adjusting to a new culture; taking classes in a second language; adapting to life far from
home; and majoring in finance, international business and marketing are no small accomplishments - but these experiences not only taught Stephany Ayestas that she could be a
successful student in another country but also that she could lead others.
When senior Stephany
Ayestas came to Harding as
a Walton Scholar from Nicaragua, her main focus was to
work hard in her studies, but
when she saw a female was
running for Student Association president in
spring 2014, she had
a new inspiration.
''At home, I never
took part in leadership roles because
I did not view myself as a leader and
never wanted to be
in charge," Ayestas
said. "When I came
to Harding though, I
began leading in different activities like
Smiles for Christ and
was nominated as
the women's international representative
for the SA."
Women's international representative
is a new position
within the SA, and
Ayestas said that after
accepting the position, she was nervous
because it was unlike
anything she had
ever done, and she
knew the position
carried great responsibility among both
faculty and students.
"When I first
began working in the
SA, I realized for the
first time that I was
in charge of other
students' happiness," Ayestas
said. "I've been working more
behind the scenes listening to
students to ensure that they
are having great experiences
and loving the activities hap6 I Harding
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pening around campus."
As an international representative, Ayestas also leads
the student life committee
for the SA, which represents
the student body and acts as a
liaison to Harding administra-

be given on how to best serve
and please the student body.
As head of the committee,
Ayestas said her team's goal
is to get all students more
involved on campus and make
the student life office more

tion. When choosing her student life committee, Ayestas
said it was important for her
to choose 10 people with diverse majors and backgrounds
so that many opinions could

approachable.
"This year, I have learned
so much about leading and
handling people," Ayestas
said. "The slogan for the SA
this year is 'dependent,' and I

have learned that as a leader, I
should be very dependent on
others because what I do not
only affects myself, but it affects everyone else as well. "
Because of her time at
Harding and in the SA, Ayestas said she has been
given the confidence
that she can do anything as long as she
is passionate and
embraces the mission and culture of
her career. Ayestas
said that, aside from
working at Harding,
her ultimate goal in
life is to work for a
nonprofit organization or government
agency where she can
serve others socially
and spiritually. In
particular, Ayestas
wants to work for
United Nations
International Children's Emergency
Fund, an international nonprofit that
works to overcome
obstacles and create
the best measures for
proper care in children's lives.
"When I first
came to Harding, I
wanted to study ...
just because I wanted
to be [successful],"
Ayestas said. "Now it
has changed because
what I want to do in
the future isn't just
for me, but it is to help [others]. I do believe in a better
world, so I want to use my talents and capabilities to make
the world a better place." H
- Bethany Nicholson

It's a common question at the beginning of the year: "Did you
make a New Year's resolution?" When Jan. 1 comes around,
many conversations arise in every aspect of life surrounding
change. Some people are successful, and some people are not.
Harding magazine sat down with Dr. Travis McNeal, assistant
professor of behavioral science, to get his top five tips to achieve a
New Year's resolution.

Celebratory Grad Fest
This fall marked the beginning of an event

held in celebration and preparation for
each of the University's commencement
ceremonies. Grad Fest is a one-stop occasion for all students graduating and participating in commencement ceremonies.
The event, which took place Oct. 20-21,
2014, in a large tent on the front lawn, allowed students to take care of their technical requirements for December graduation
and also celebrate the academic milestone
with their friends and fellow graduates.
"It was a fun, celebratory time for
seniors to interact with their friends while
picking up their caps and gowns and taking pictures," senior Rebecca Neely said.
"It was also a good location to take care of
everything at once."
Grad Fest served as the venue for
students to pick up their regalia for commencement ceremonies and also provided opportunities for students to put it
on and take photos with friends, Buff the
Bison or Dr. Mclarty at a photo booth. In
addition to following up with the registrar's office and financial aid, upcoming
graduates had the opportunity to visit a
variety of stations to prepare for their last
months as undergraduate students. Career Services provided resume reviewing
and other professional services. Generation HU and Alumni Relations also had
booths set up to connect with upcoming graduates and begin a relationship
between the University and students as
soon-to-be alumni.
"Going to Grad Fest really put into
perspective for me that this stage in life is
ending, and I'm moving on to something
else," Neely said. "I loved my time at
Harding, and Grad Fest gave me a great
opportunity to celebrate that."
Grad Fest for spring commencement will
be held March 17-19 from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Many people are interested in making a change in their
lives, whether it is exercising more, eating better, or spending less time on social media. The new year brings an opportunity for a fresh start and
implementing that change. Yet a lot of people are afraid to make resolutions because
they dread the possibility of failure. Here are a few tips for achieving success.
Plan ahead.
Many people who make resolutions don't plan at all, so they don't have a road map to
achieve success. Plan ahead and prepare so that, when you begin, the groundwork is
laid. If it's really worth doing, it's worth doing properly and preparing for.
Be specific about your goals.
A big pitfall in goal setting is making broad generalizations, and it's very hard to
achieve something that's not well defined. Resolutions need to be specific. For example,
rather than saying, "I want to exercise more," set a goal to exercise for 30 minutes
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday for six weeks.
Make smaller goals.
Small, intermediate steps are also important. You need to identify small goals leading to
the big goal. If you have small goals, then you have greater opportunities along the way
for reinforcement and to reward yourself. Rewarding even small successes is important.
Conceptualize change as a process - not as an event.
Sometimes people will decide to stop smoking, so on Jan. 1, they go from being a
smoker to a nonsmoker. Developing a habit is a process that takes time, and achieving
change should also be seen as a process that will take some time.
View slip-ups as setbacks - not as failure.
Many people think if they slip up, then they've failed - period. Because you're human,
you have to expect that you're going to relapse at times. You're going to have setbacks.
Expect them and see them as a normal part of the process of changing for the positive. H

Miller chosen to head grant program
Provost Larry Long named Dr. Brad Miller
as director of the Office of Sponsored
Programs effective Jan. 1. Miller is associate professor and associate chair in the
department of engineering and physics.
The position is new to the University
and will report to the Office of the Provost. As director of sponsored programs,
Miller will facilitate and administer all
grants awarded to the University and
faculty members. He will help guide and
support those who are seeking grants to
reinforce University and regulatory policies, and after grants are awarded, he will
monitor their compliance with University,
state and federal regulations.
"I am confident that he will develop

this new office as a center
that will guide, encourage, facilitate and manage grants that will help
our faculty and students
grow their research and
scholarly activities and
provide additional University funding,"
Long said.
Miller has been at Harding since 2007
and will continue to serve in his present
duties. He earned his doctoral degree in
mechanical engineering at Georgia Institute of Technology in 2000 and came
to Harding after teaching and research
experience at the University of MissouriRolla and in industry.
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(Athletics)
Continuing a legacy
By S co TT G o o D E , assistant athletic director for sports information

Maybe it is a Harding touchdown reception, a long kickoff return, or a sack of the opponent's quarterback - there are some
plays that Bison fans at First Security Stadium want to see
again. Midway through the 2014 season, this became a reality.
Thanks to generous donations from
members of the 1959 Harding football
team and their families , First Security Stadium is now equipped with a new scoreboard and a 32-foot by 10-foot video board
with replay capabilities. Rainey Electronics of Little Rock, Arkansas, designed and
installed the scoreboard and video board
and unveiled it on Saturday, Oct. 18, 2014,
as the Bisons hosted Ouachita Baptist
University. The dedication took place
before the game in a ceremony behind
the current scoreboard and included 18
players from the 1959 Bison team.
The new scoreboard includes a memorial on the back honoring Carl Allison,
Harding's first head football coach in the
modern era; former president and now

Chancellor Emeritus Clifton L. Ganus
Jr.; and the 1959 football team, Harding's
first after a 28-year hiatus.
"The guys who were on that team have
always had a close bond," said Lathan
Garnett, a running back on the 1959 team
who, along with Harding's Alumni Director Liz Howell and teammates Dr. Jim
Citty and Billy Joe Thrasher, spearheaded
the donation effort. Citty and Thrasher
were captains of the 1959 team.
"When the idea of honoring Coach
Allison and Dr. Ganus came up, it was
an easy sell to the members of that 1959
team because of the special bond that
those two men and that team have with
Harding University," Garnett said.
Howell also saw the bond between the

:'HE LEGACY

or BISON rooTBALL

BEGAN HERE IN 1959

THANKS TO

COACH CARL ALLISON,
DR. CLIFTON L. GANUS, JR.
AND THE ENTIRE

1959 FOOTBALL TEAM.
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players, their coach and Ganus.
"Each member of the team has a different story, but the feelings are the same
about how much Carl Allison and Dr. Ganus influenced their lives," Howell said.
"Fifty-five years later, they still speak of
these Godly men with tears in their eyes."
Harding's original football team played
in 1924, the first year of the college's
existence. The Bisons played through the
1931 season when the football program
was discontinued for economic reasons.
With the encouragement of Ganus and
under the tutelage of Allison, the program was reborn in 1959.
Allison was 26 years old when he became Harding's head coach and had been
a four-year starter at the University of
Oklahoma where he earned All-Big Seven
and Scholastic All-America honors. Allison was the head football coach through
the 1963 season. He also coached baseball
and served as assistant athletics director
and dean of men.
After leaving Harding, Allison entered
the ministry and helped establish Whites
Ferry Road School of Preaching in West
Monroe, Louisiana, serving as director for
22 years. He also was an elder at Whites
Ferry Road Church of Christ for 37 years.
Allison died in 2013.
"Carl Allison is one of the top five
people who shaped my life, " said Garnett.
"We moved to West Monroe, Louisiana,
and went to church with him at Whites
Ferry Road for so many years. Many of
the important things that happened in my
life came from him. He was just that kind
of person."
Ganus, 92, was vice president in 1959
and took a leadership role along with M.E.
Berryhill and Dr. Joe Pryor in returning
intercollegiate athletics to the campus.
"That first year, Dr. Ganus was such an
encouragement to us," Garnett said. "He
would ride the bus with us and bring us
boxed lunches. We were able to see him
and the interest he had in us. His importance to Harding is hard to put into words."
Now, the 19 59 team is one of the first
things you will see upon entering First
Security Stadium, and the generosity of
these men will make the game even more
thrilling by allowing fans to relive the
plays on the field. H
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Harding placed 12th of 22 teams at the 2014 NCAA Division II
Central Region Championship, hosted by Wayne State (Nebraska)
College. Senior Logan Green was the team's top finisher, placing
45th in the 10K race in 33 minutes, 18.9 seconds.
Head coach Steve Guymon's Bisons placed second of five teams at
the Great American Conference Championship in Ada, Oklahoma.
Sophomore Lucas Goodspeed earned First Team All-GAC honors with
an eighth-place finish in 26:53.2.
Joining Goodspeed in the top 10 at the GAC meet and earning First
Team All-GA( honors were Green (ninth, 26:55.5) and junior Russell
Chase (10th, 27:08.6). Matthew Rice placed 11th and received the
GAC Freshman of the Year Award.
Harding won three of the seven meets in which it competed. The
Bisons took team titles at the Bob Gravett Invitational in Arkadelphia, Arkansas; the Gulf Coast Stampede in Pensacola, Florida; and
at the UALR Invitational in Little Rock, Arkansas.
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Harding placed 13th of 29 teams at the 2014 NCAA Division II
Central Region Championship in Wayne, Nebraska. Junior Kelsey
Taylor was the team's top finisher for the first time in her career.
She placed 53rd in the 6K race in 23 minutes, 33.92 seconds.
Senior Dallis Bailey led head coach Steve Guymon's team to its
third Great American Conference championship in the last four seasons. Bailey placed second at the SK GAC meet in Ada, Oklahoma, in
19:32.0, her second-straight season to finish second.
Bailey's teammates quickly followed. Junior Kelsey Taylor finished
fourth in 19:38.0, and sophomore Sylvie Mueller was sixth in 19:51.3.
A pair of freshmen rounded out Harding's top five. Madison Drennan
placed eighth in 19:53.6, and Kirstie Smith was ninth in 19:57.5.
Including the GAC Championship, Harding's women won four of the
seven races they entered in 2014.

Harding made the NCAA Division II Playoffs for the second
time in the last three seasons
and reached the postseason
for the third consecutive year.
The Bisons went 9-1 during
the regular season and earned
the No. 6 seed in the NCAA
Super Region 3 Playoffs. The
team met Pittsburg State and
fell 59-42 on Nov. 22 in Pittsburg, Kansas.
Harding has won 27 games
over the last three seasons,
the most over a three-year period in the program's history.
The Bisons had 14 players earn
All-Great American Conference
honors, and slot back Zach
Shelley was named GAC Freshman of the Year.
Harding's First Team All-GAC
honorees included six seniors:
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fullback Romo Westbrook, wide receiver Donatella Luckett, offensive
lineman Tory Day, defensive tackle Romas Roberson, outside linebacker Dennis Buckner, and cornerback/special-teams player Darious Lane.
Luckett has been selected to compete in the Senior Bowl, the most
prestigious collegiate all-star game for seniors, in February.
The American Football Coaches Association selected Westbrook to
its All-America team, the Bisons' first player on offense to earn
AFCA All-America honors.

Men's soccer compiled a 4-9-3 overall record in 2014 and a 4-7-1
record in its final season in the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics Association.
Seniors Gehrig Haberstock and Jacob Stevens both earned First
Team Capital One Academic All-America honors for the secondstraight season. Haberstock started all 16 games and led the team
with 1,451 minutes played. He tied for the team lead with two
assists. Stevens also started all 16 games and led the team with
seven goals, including two game-winning goals.
.
Haberstock, Stevens and sophomore defender Phillip White each earned
First Team All-Central Region honors. Honorable mention All-MIAA
honors went to White, senior Cole Walker and sophomore Barry Foster.

Women's soccer compiled a 6-12-1 overall record in 2014.
The Lady Bisons were 6-3-1 in Great American Conference action
and finished second in the regular season.
Junior midfielder Audrey Adkison earned Capital One Second Team
Academic All-America honors. She led the team with seven goals
and eight assists.
The team had five players named All-Great American Conference. Melita Sutherland was named First Team, and Adkison, Larkin Hatcher,
Kaitlyn Miller and Melissa Minnich were named Second Team All-GAC.

Sophomore running back Eric Kelly
scores one of his two touchdowns I··•
against Arkansas Tech University.
The B_isons rolled up 402 total
yardsi_iil the 41 ;7 victory Nov. 15,
.lgJ4,·at First Secmit[,Strd

For the latest sports informatfon, visit www.hardingsports.com.

Women's volleyball completed
a 20-9 season in 2014 and
reached the semifinals of
the Great American Conference Tournament.
»> Lady Bison volleyball has won
20 or more matches 16 times
in the last 17 seasons.
>» The team had four players
named All-Great American
Conference. Seniors Taryn
Eubank and Liv Savage were
named First Team All-GAC, and
senior Marindia Turner and
sophomore Anna Leigh Cargile
earned honorable mention.
»> Eubank finished her career
ranked fourth at Harding in
assists (3,086) and ninth in
digs (1,107). Savage ranked
seventh in total blocks (354)
and eighth in attack percentage (.260).

»>
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"Whether or not you reach your
goals in life depends entirely on how
well you prepare for them and how
badly you want them. You're eagles!
Stretch your wings and fly to the sky."
- DR. RoNALD E. McNArn

to
By

JENNIFER HANNIGAN

and

HANNAH BEALL OwENS

Harding University's McNair Scholars Program seeks to
prepare students for graduate school admission and/or
eventual doctoral study. To qualify for the program, a student
must be either a low-income and first-generation college student or from a minority group underrepresented in graduate
schools in addition to GP A and citizenship requirements.
Through academically enriching projects and mentoring, McN air Scholars
have the opportunity to gain unique experiences performing and presenting
research covering a variety of fields. Many of these students take what they
learn into a graduate or doctoral program and eventually into the world, blessing other people with their brilliant minds. These are five of their stories.
10
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►
►

Attended Harding University in England international program
Current research area: history of the Franciscan Order

Nathan Melson

Nathan Melson, originally from Huntsville, Arkansas, first learned about the McNair Program from
a flyer he saw on campus.
"I was kind of on the fence about if I wanted
to apply," he says. "It was the first year that the
program was on Harding's campus, and it seemed
like a good idea."
The McNair Program, funded at 200 institutions
across the nation, was named after Ronald E. McNair,
the United States' second African-American astronaut
in space and one of the seven crew members killed
in the space shuttle Challenger explosion on Jan. 28,
1986. To honor his lifetime of accomplishments, the
U.S. Department ofEducation established the Ronald
E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program
with funding from Congress. In 2003, Harding received funding for the program, and Melson was one
of 17 participants during the program's first year.
Melson graduated from Harding in 2005 with
bachelor's degrees in both English and history. Graduate school was always something he wanted to pursue. As top major in both departments, he was torn
between English and history but was forced to choose
between the two directions for further education.
"I picked history because I found it personally more challenging," he says. "I had
an excellent mentor in the history department, and I took her medieval class, which
was where I became acquainted with the Middle Ages."
Jan Fortner, retired faculty member in the history department, introduced Melson
to medieval history and was the faculty member he was paired with for his summer
research project on witch trials.
"I looked at a correlation between witch trials held in a certain part of Europe,
an area controlled by the Dukes of Burgundy," Melson says. "I took the trials and
set them against geographic data and temporal data to find if there were any sort of
trends in terms of geography. I suggested that, perhaps, trying people as witches was
somehow connected to something that the Dukes were doing in the 15th century as
a way of establishing political power and social control."
After graduating from Harding, Melson went on to gain a Master of Arts in history with an emphasis in medieval history at Fordham University. He remained at
Fordham to complete doctoral work, which currently includes studying the history
of the Franciscan Order. As part of his doctoral research, Melson moved to Marseille,
France, in 2011 and stayed until June 2014 with the support of grants from Societe
des Professeurs Frarn;:ais et Francophones d'Amerique and the Medieval Academy of
America. He hopes to finish his doctorate in 2015.
"My goal is to enter academia: become a college professor, write, teach and research,"
he says. "I am doing the things that I have been intending to do since day one."
Though Melson now realizes that the research for his McN air Program paper
needed to be redone, this project set the path for the rest of his schooling. Through
the McN air Program, Melson came away with a framework of content and a writing
sample for graduate school applications.
"What I got from that first summer was a taste of what it would be like to do a truly
original research paper and what it was like to work closely, one-on-one with a faculty
member to develop a project," he says. "That experience was invaluable, and the McNair Program is very much responsible for my entrance into graduate school." »
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Elizabeth Thomas

►

►

Attended Harding University in Florence international program
Current research area: traumatic stress reactions within combat veterans

When the time came for
Elizabeth Davis Thomas
to think about going to
graduate school, she
found herself unsure
of how to make that
next step. A sophomore
at the time, the Ohio
native knew that she
needed help to make that
postgraduate transition.
And that's just what the
McN air Program offered.
"Once I found that
out, I knew I couldn't
pass up this program
because I didn't know
anything about graduate school or getting
into graduate school,"
Thomas says. "Neither of
my parents have advanced degrees, so the McNair Program was really how I found
out what I needed to know to apply to Ph.D. programs and psychology programs."
With McNair's focus on research work along with workshops each semester that
taught writing essays for graduate school applications, writing a curriculum vitae, or
asking for recommendation letters, Thomas and others were given valuable insight
on the graduate school process.
After graduating from Harding in December 2010, she entered the master's program
at Stephen F. Austin State University in Texas to pursue a degree in general psychology.
"In my master's program, I felt really prepared because of the training I got at
Harding, not only in the psychology department but also through the McNair Program," Thomas says. "I don't really feel like I was shocked by anything because there
were so many times in the McNair Program where they told us this is what graduate
school was like."
Thomas is now working toward getting her Ph.D. in counseling psychology at
The University of Tennessee at Knoxville. Inspired by the media's coverage of the
affects of war on returning military, Thomas' studies focus on traumatic stress reactions within combat veterans.
"Researching it really sparked my interest, and I also wanted to be able to serve
other people who have served us. I feel like it's a very important and good way to use
my talents in order to give back to society and people who deserve that, especially
after what they've done for us."
Thomas was selected for a national American Psychological Association Minority
Fellowship Program, under the umbrella of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration. This fellowship promotes research and clinical work with
under served populations and will help pay for the next three years of her doctoral
work. As a part of the fellowship, she attended the AP A Conference in Washington,
D.C. The fellowship also promotes research, much like McNair, and offers a stipend
to help students research their area of interest. Thomas currently is putting a project
together to help and research with the veterans affairs office in her area.
"I feel like all of it goes back to the fact that I was prepared for what was expected of
me, so I'm able to succeed because I wasn't taken aback by anything. If I hadn't done
the McNair Program, I wouldn't be as successful as I am now in my Ph.D. program."
12
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Played middle linebacker and was captain of the Bison football team
Current research area: exercise science

Jeremy Townsend

For Jeremy Townsend, the idea of

pursuing a doctoral degree was weighty
and seemed out of reach. Through the
McN air Program, though, he quickly
learned that a Ph.D. was well within
his grasp.
"McN air motivated me to explore
the thought of pursuing a Ph.D.,"
Townsend says. "Being a part of the
program helped me realize that graduate school and a research career was
more suited for me."
Part of the McNair program's studies includes a summer research project
for undergraduates. Townsend was
able to further study exercise science
in a hands-on way, and that experience
further fed his passion for research.
"It helped me really understand that
I enjoyed answering questions nobody
has asked or answered yet," he says.
"There aren't always a lot of opportunities for undergraduate students to take
a key role in gathering data and assist
in coordinating a research study, so
that experience and opportunity was
extremely valuable for me."
Townsend received his master's in
exercise science from University of
West Florida after graduating from
Harding and then enrolled at University of Central Florida for his Ph.D. in exercise physiology. At UCF, he has been
encouraged to write and publish beginning in his first year.
"I believe my McNair experience gave me a head start on how to conduct research. I really enjoy brainstorming about upcoming research projects that we are
designing. I also enjoy being able to write scientific articles for publication. I actually
enjoy it and have learned so much about writing as a result of it."
In addition to his writing, Townsend traveled to national and regional conferences
to present research from the university's lab and has even worked with the New York
Giants professional football team and other private companies. He is the recipient
of the McNair Doctoral Fellowship, McKnight Doctoral Fellowship, and the UCF
University Award for Excellence in Graduate Teaching.
Townsend plans on graduating with his doctorate in December 2015 and is looking toward staying in the classroom, this time as a professor.
"Upon graduation I would like to find a tenure-track faculty position. I am open to
opportunities in industry however, ultimately I still see myself in a faculty position." »
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►

Taren Swindle

►

Played golf throughout college
Current research area: obesity prevention and promotion of healthy food
attitudes for children in communities affected by poverty

"My family has always strongly supported me

getting an education because they didn't have
those opportunities. They would say, 'Just go until
there's no more school."'
That's exactly what Taren Massey Swindle
did. A Paragould, Arkansas, native, Swindle was
recruited to play golf at Harding on the inaugural
women's golf team in 2005. While at Harding, she
learned about the McNair Program and how it
could impact her future.
"I didn't understand what a Ph.D. was or even
why a professor was called 'Dr.' in undergraduate,"
she says. "I didn't get that until going through the
McN air Program. Through that program, I was
introduced to exactly what the steps were for getting a terminal education."
The program allowed Swindle to present
research and make connections with various
graduate school programs. One such opportunity
opened the door for her next educational direction.
At a research presentation at Oklahoma State University, Swindle met with faculty
members researching an area that overlapped with her McNair research. They expressed interest in Swindle joining their team after her 2008 graduation.
"They had an offer on the table that I couldn't refuse, and I knew that was the
next step that the Lord had for me," Swindle says. "So [my husband and I] moved to
Oklahoma, and I completed my master's work."
After 15 months at Oklahoma State University, Swindle and her husband moved
to Little Rock, Arkansas, where he was beginning law school. Swindle gained an
entry-level position at University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and commuted
to University of Memphis from 2010-13 to complete her doctoral degree. In March
2013, Swindle defended her dissertation and successfully earned a Ph.D. in educational psychology and research.
"The McNair program did an enormous amount of work to get me prepared for
graduate school," Swindle says. "I think that with the combination of the strong faculty in the psychology department at Harding and what I went through in McNair,
I couldn't have been more prepared. It was just exactly what I needed to be successful. I think that without McNair, I wouldn't have known how perfect of a fit for me
research is. It's what I do full time now."
Swindle is an assistant professor in the department of family and preventive
medicine at UAMS where she works as a community-based research scientist. One
of her current projects, WISE (together, We Inspire Smart Eating), seeks to model,
teach and promote healthy food attitudes in programs that serve at-risk children in
preschool through first grade.
"We've been doing an analysis of programs we have ongoing. It's really hard to
impact children's eating habits, but it seems that we're doing it," Swindle says. "Obesity has been the research I've done since the beginning. I have just kept right along
that line, and it's been very rewarding. I enjoy seeing the impact that our work has
on the community and children's futures."
Throughout her educational journey, Swindle says that she can very clearly see
God laying the path on which for her to walk.
"He has always made his will known and clear," she says. "I do believe that I'm
doing what he made me to do. Research is how my mind works, and I think that's
exactly what I'm here for."
14 I Harding I WINTER
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Member of Kappa Delta Pi, Alpha Chi and Chi Sigma Iota
Current research area: counseling

Judy Collins

After a 30-year break between her first

college experience to returning to the
classroom, Judy Collins knew that she
wanted to make the most of her second
chance. After an injury took her out
of the workplace in 2007, the single
mother of two decided it was the best
time to go back to school.
"I chose Harding because something kept pulling me back," Collins
says. "The Lord said, 'I brought you
here for a reason. I want you to be able
to make it this time."'
Upon meeting with Dr. Linda
Thompson, program director, about
joining the McNair Program, Collins
learned that she would need to improve
her grade-point average to be accepted
into the program.
"I had messed up so much when I'd
gone to school earlier in life that my
GPA was horrible," she says. "But I told
her I'd be back. I don't think she believed me, but I got my GPA pulled up above and
beyond what they required. I applied and was accepted to the program after that."
Through the McN air Program, Collins found her decision to return to college
was reaffirmed.
"I started reshaping my life, and it helped me solidify my thinking in going back
to school."
Upon finishing her undergraduate degree, Collins entered the University's professional counseling program and graduated with her Master of Science. During her studies, she was able to intern at a crisis center and help people who had run out of hope.
"For me to be able to communicate with clients and give them that hope was
very encouraging for me and helped me as well as them," Collins says. "I was praying that God would give me the words to give them that hope. That experience has
helped me be the therapist I am today."
While working on her Ph.D. in an online program, Collins serves as a therapist in
Newport, Arkansas. Her work differs from day-to-day based on the issues her clients are
dealing with, but Collins loves to be able to be a helping hand to those who are struggling.
"I think it was a calling. I've always tried to help people and love people. I feel like
the Lord was leading me and guiding me until I saw where he wanted me to be." H
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Tabitha and Aaron Pugh
visit the Taj Mahal, a
white marble mausoleum
located in Agra, Uttar
Pradesh, India, built
in the 1600s.

By H
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aron ('98) and Tabitha Hoofman ('00) Pugh first m
the youth group at Downtown Church of Christ in Sear .
They went to high school together where they began
and married in 1998. They each attended graduate schoo
achieve master's degrees, worked in the states for 10 ye
as teachers, and then sold everything they had and moved to
India in 2011. »
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"Teaching has kind of been my background," Tabitha says.
"My grandmother was a teacher, and my mom taught at a
daycare, and so that was the path I had wanted to go."
Tabitha's plan had always been to go into education. She
graduated with a degree in early childhood education with
plans to find a job somewhere teaching in an elementary
school. Aaron, who graduated with a degree in religious studies, was unsure of what he wanted to do.
After finishing graduate school in Texas, the couple moved
to Los Angeles, and Tabitha got a job teaching in an inner-city
school. Aaron substituted at a different school while he contemplated his own career path. A year later, Aaron got a job teaching
in an inner-city school one mile away from Tabitha's school.
Throughout their time in Los Angeles, the couple taught third
and fourth grades. They moved back to Texas for three years,
where they also taught third and fourth grades, and then moved
back to Los Angeles where they taught fourth grade at a private
school in Beverly Hills. After attending a job fair in San Francisco, the couple learned about the American Embassy School
in New Delhi, India, and they moved to India in July 2011.

~
~
"We love to travel, and we wanted an adventure, " Tabitha says.
That's how the international teaching couple describes the
reason behind their decision to tum their world upside down
and combine their career choice and passion for travel.
"We had talked about living internationally," Aaron says.
"But we had never put two and two together that our love
for travel and our job could mesh," Tabitha says. ''And it
honestly makes us love our job that much more because we're
just exposed to so many different things."
Tabitha and Aaron attended the University's international
program in Greece in 1998, traveled with their youth group
on mission trips, and enjoyed exploring for fun. The pair
visited China in 2010 for a few weeks, and while there, a tour
guide discovered they were teachers and asked if they had
ever thought about teaching internationally.
"When we got back, I saw an episode of 'House Hunters
Intemationat where a teacher was moving to Abu Dhabi,"
Tabitha says. "We had just gotten back from China, and it was
fresh on our minds. So, we started researching it."

The main meeting place in the
Amecican Em bassy School in New
Dehli, India, is called Hall of Peace.

18 I Harding

I WINTER 20 1 s

After learning about the American Embassy School in New
Delhi and attending the job fair, the Pughs signed a two-year
contract with the school and even stayed for an additional year.
In 2011, the American Embassy School was ranked as one
of the top 10 private schools in the world. The schoots curriculum follows that of a typical American private school, and
American teachers who are familiar with the curriculum are
sought after. The schoots campus spans 12 acres in the heart
of the city. Enrollment is almost 1,500, and though 35 percent
of the students are American, the other 65 percent represent
53 nationalities. According to their website, children of
embassy personnel, world organizations, nongovernmental
organization officials and international business people all
attend the American Embassy School.
"One of the cool things about teaching there was that the
students were from many different countries," Aaron says.
"In one class of 20 kids, we could have had 12 or 13 different
nationalities represented. And all the kids spoke English.
Many spoke multiple languages."
"I had a student that spoke four languages: English, Arabic, Spanish and French - as a fourth grader," Tabitha says.
''And a couple of students, depending on their parents, would
speak one language with their mom, one language with their
dad, and with their siblings they would speak English. So they
keep all those languages fresh. It's incredible."

0

When the couple first entered the city, they were taken shopping
to pick up essential items for living. However, their July arrival
also marked the beginning of the country's monsoon season.
"It literally felt like the clouds opened up and just poured
buckets down on us," Tabitha says. "There was nowhere to go,
and we were just soaked. We were trying to go to all these different shops. I think it was our second day there. It ended up
being our favorite season because that's when the air would
clear, and we would have blue skies. Everything just kind of
seemed fresh after the rain."
The transition from life in America to life in India wasn't
as hard for the couple as they originally thought it would be.
For Tabitha, she says it was all about attitude.
"From the beginning, we looked at it as an adventure,"

Tabitha Pugh poses
with a few of her
students durin·g ,. International Day.

Tabitha says. "So when things sometimes wouldn't go as
planned, we came about it with an optimistic attitude, and we
would remember that this is the life we chose for ourselves,
and we were excited about it. It became very natural for us to
see women carrying sticks on their head, street children running around, and cows walking up and down the street. Those
were things that when we got there were a little surprising."
"I remember one day driving to school," Aaron says. "We
got a car there, and trying to drive in India was an adventure
in itself."
"He drove; I was a passenger," Tabitha says, laughing. "I
never wanted to risk myself or others in the car."
"But on the way to school in a 15-minute drive, we would
pass everything from elephants to camels to kids in the street
to busses," Aaron says. "You name it, and it was out there."
"In the very beginning, we would say, 'Oh! Look at that!
Look at that!'" Tabitha says. "Eventually, we just started to
notice that was our landscape."
"New Dehli is a city of more than 20 million, and so there's
just so much for the senses," Aaron says.
"The smells. The sights. The beautiful colors. The sounds.
The flavors. There's not a moment that I think was just completely quiet there," Tabitha says.
The car the couple purchased was a small Suzuki A Star.
They said that smaller, more compact cars were desired by all
drivers to make it easier to get in and out of places.
"It was survival of the biggest there," Tabitha says. "If a bus
came, it didn't matter what you were or if you had the right of
way. The bus took over because they can squish you."
"Traffic signs were a suggestion, really," Aaron says.
"It was a roller coaster every day when we would go to
school," Tabitha says. "But I think that a lot of it is about the
attitude that you have. We wanted to go. We chose it. So we
looked at everything, even the obstacles, as an opportunity. It
doesn't mean we never got frustrated or anything, but for the
most part we would just laugh it off and say, 'This is life in
India.' We embraced it."

~
~
Working for the American Embassy School, the couple had
many opportunities to fully immerse themselves into Indian

culture with festivals in the city and themed activity days at
school. An event held annually at the school was India Week,
a weeklong program where local craftsmen would come in
and teach a trade they had mastered, including glass blowing,
pot making, mud hut building, painting and weaving. International Day was held one day every year, and all the students
would dress up in the native clothing of their homes and learn
about the many different places from which they all come.
"It really opened my eyes to truly a whole other world,"
Tabitha says. "When students go into international education,
their horizons just broaden, and they really see and interact
with other cultures that they never usually would have.
They were all very accepting of each other's customs, cultures
and religions."
"The students are open minded and tolerant, and it was
celebrated as opposed to being pointed out," Aaron says.
"But with the students in our class, their worldview was
huge," Tabitha says. "It's a very sweet and natural thing to see."

~
~

"When I was in fifth grade, we each had to pick countries to
study, and I picked India," Tabitha says. "I never would have
thought that I would actually be living in India."
One of the things Tabitha and Aaron loved about living internationally was that they had many opportunities to travel to other
places. In addition to travel throughout India, they also visited
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, New Zealand
and Australia. Moving to another county would be a huge decision for anyone, but for the Pughs, they say it just felt right.
"It was kind of an easy decision for us. We looked at each
other and said, 'Let's do this,"' Tabitha says.
As for future plans, the couple hopes to teach internationally as long as possible. In August 2014, the Pughs packed up
again and moved to Saudi Arabia to begin a new international
teaching adventure.
"We love the thrill of going to someplace else," Tabitha
says. "I actually like packing up my suitcase and boxes and
seeing what's happening next. Since we live our day-to-day life
that way, I don't think about it much because that's our life.
But when I step back from it, I think, "Wow we just spent the
past three years living in India." H

"'r I
,_/
Aaron Pugh and several of
his students wear native
apparel during India Week.
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Since Harding's earliest days, there has been a student newspaper
to document it all. Each issue provides a lens through which to see
Harding and the world around it. We decided to ask former Bison
editors from the last four decades what stories stuck with them the
most during their time as editor in chief. Here's what they told us.

A new administration
AMY BLANKENSHIP SEWELL ('88)
198 7-88

ed;tor

Fall is always an exciting
time on campus - a time
of renewal and hope for the
new school year. Fall 1987
was especially exciting since
the new year dawned with the
first change in the Harding
presidency in 22 years.
A presidential inauguration at a large state university might not interest many
students, but the Harding
community is delightfully dif.
ferent. Students enjoyed the
week of celebration including
special concerts and activities.
We interviewed numerous
students for The Bison. Not
only did they express excitement about President Burks,
but some also noted they
were happy that they would
continue to see Dr. Ganus
20 I Harding
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around campus. Students
and faculty alike were excited
to have Gov. Bill Clinton visit
Harding for the occasion.
The special edition of The
Bison on inauguration day
included President Burks'

speech in its entirety, and
the following week's edition
included photos. I recall the
speech focused on Harding's
mission of integrating faith
and learning, a theme that
carried through that academic

term and subsequent years.
We covered other big
stories during that year,
but none came close to the
impact that this inauguration
had and continued to have for
years to follow.

Editor's c h o i c e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Campus
•
expans1on
NEWS---2A

JOHN MARK ADKISON ('12)

OPINIONS - -

364.A

SPORTS _ _

1628

FEATURES - -

38

ENTERTAINMENT -

4B

I

2011-12 edffor
In Entertainment:

Harding University isn't the

same Harding University I
once knew.
It's got a Starbucks now,
along with a health sciences
building and a new president.
Oh, and then there's the
Legacy apartments.
When plans for the new student housing were announced
in fall 2011, campus clamored
for info. Would they be for
guys or girls? Would there be
curfew? What would $12 million housing even look like?
Being on The Bison meant
answering those questions.
As construction began, news
trickled in. It would be called
Legacy. They were going to be
nice, really nice. And then the Holy Grail of announce-

"How can we know chit hrl r? How can we know
Check ouc the Q&A with The
,omeonc who ,cem, to different from u,?"
Coasts, a new band formed by two
-Prank franks, Knior
Harding alumni.
SEE Frank's discussion on who csus is on Pa c 4a

Harding embarks on $12 million new housing project
by GINA CIELO

web editor

to malce a another plat<: where students can
conu~~::·will have a different look, _
along with a different color scheme. Out
of the 15 buildings, no two will look the
same, Burks said.
Because of the differentiating color
scheme and modem look, Burks refers to
the apamnent buildings u the "new urban
style of an:hiteeture."
1 think it is going to be a really neat -addition to the west side of cunpus;Buncs said.
In pired b • other uni\'ersitics and their
implementation of these buildings, Burks
said he, along with the board membcn, is
excited to bring a different feel to campus.
·we think it will =ate walking neigh·
borhood that students will rcally enjoy being
• pan of," Burks said.
The project will be completed in
photo courtesy of the OFACE OF THE PRESIDENT phases. The first phase, the con mi · on of
1'llla la . . . . . . . l'Wlderlng al how "the manalon,• OM al the MW dorms,
4 apartmcnl'S, will be completed . u
t
.......... 1111a dorm . . have COfflfflll'Clal apace for student gethenngs. 2012.Thisphascwillh uscabout200 tu·

ments - Starbucks!
One thing hasn't changed:
Excitement is the biggest
contagion on campus. As an
editor, my team and I got to

help spark that excitement
or at least provide the trail
for the spark to follow. We
had a great year reporting on
a changing and flourishing

Presidential transition
LYNDSEY RUBLE NUCKOLS ('14)
2012-14 ed;tor

Harding, in its 90 years of
history, has had five presidents. It's a big deal when
one steps down and another
steps up. It's also a lot of
pressure on the whole campus -which includes the
student newspaper.
The most important part
of that process for me was
seeing how a campus reacted
after the sudden November
announcement that Dr. Bruce
Mclarty would be the next
president. Part of my job as
editor of the paper was to
cover both the praise and
backlash, but I also felt that
part of my job was to ease
the transition between Dr.
David B. Burks and Mclarty,
establish a good relationship
with the new president, and
represent the student body in
a respectful, timeless way.
22
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SEE Page 4b

We chose to air some of
the backlash that had previously been confined to blogs
and Facebook comments.
And instead of stirring up
more controversy, it seemed
to help open a conversation
among professors, students,
and maybe even higher-ups
on campus. Those conversations, I think, helped unite us
all under a new leader and a
new era.
The purpose of good journalism is to start conversations and to get people talking
to someone who might think
a little differently. But it's also
a testament to Harding - to
a community that grows
stronger and more united in
its differences and to a community that just might listen
to what a few student journalists have to say. H

Harding University. When
I visit now, I get to see the
new and improved Harding
University.
And it's even more exciting.
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BROADENING YOUR WORLDVl~.w-,---~

one story at .a time
Introduction by

JIM MILLER,

chairman of communication department

Photography by
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JANAE CALLICOAT

.~;~/~)

a~ng's\Jo~l:!lCollege sponsors two
int~\lectuallychj~ng· · - 4 spiritually e'"iiricliiiig academicpr~-r a' . s for •
high school students every sumnier=-.:.r-Ionors- ~
Symposium and Honors Media a"'n d 5=u1ture. - · ,

H

Ginger Blackstone, assistant
professor of communication
and Emmy Award-winning TV
producer, helps Sofia Zulli
frame a shot during a TV16
news production during --:;-:r·
Honors Media and Culture.

Honors Symposium has expanded students' worldviews for
more than 20 years. Honors Media and 'C¼!ture was added two
years ago in collaboration with the depart~t of communication, and we couldn't be more excited about~
At Honors Media and Culture, students study t~~power of
rnedia :ind storytelling in a digitally connected world. Tqey travel
to various locations in the Sou~ 1;9.explore·how peophi event and \ ·•
rnltur:d narratives helped deflne the nation. They write, plfo tograph,
edit, record, document and publish stories they have researched.
And through it all, they learn more about their. own stories.
The f~Kulty ~11 Honors Media and Culture inclt~~ scholars,
f1l1111rnkcrs and ;1 forrner White House corrcspondent"Who teach
their cbsscs frorn ;1 Christian perspective and challenge students
to think critically and creatively.
""
Studc11Ls who successfully complete the program_e?]·n three~
hours or university credit. Perhaps more importantly, students
lc:1v~,tlw Honors Media and Culture session with lifelong friendships. ·r11ost; rcbtio11ships, of course, arc what make the Harding
c:-..:pcricncc so v:duablc.
111 the rollowing p:1gcs, three students reflect on their experiences :11 I lonors Media :111d Culture. »
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I The view from high school ]
This past summer I had the honor of visiting Harding for a
two-week symposium focusing on the creative arts. Our Honors Media and Culture Symposium began as we arrived at
campus on July 7, 2014. The students, counselors and faculty
became acquainted at a reception dinner that evening. Every
single person who came was oflike mind; we had all come to
learn more about the creative arts and communications, the
"specialty area" of the Honors Symposium. Not only did these
two weeks help me choose a college, it also taught me some
important lessons about the creative arts and life in general.
In the first class of the session, communication department Chair Jim Miller began by saying "Everyone has a story
to tell." It really starts to make sense the more you think about
it. Every movie, every song and every novel is created for one
purpose only: to pass along a story. We explored this concept
in several different ways throughout the symposium.
One of our first day trips away from campus was to Clarksdale, Mississippi, where we learned how the blues originated
and how the Delta influenced much of the history of the area.
We visited a small music store called Cathead and the local
blues museum, and we even heard King Fish, an up-andcoming blues artist. It absolutely amazed me to learn how
the history and geography of a place can so drastically affect
the culture there. Toward the end of the session, Harding
alumnus Joe Aaron, co-creator of the popular television show
"Doug," visited campus to explain the art of scriptwriting and
character development.
Even though the Honors Media and Culture program did
not lead me to choosing a major, it pointed me in the right
direction and helped me pick a college that was right for me.
Harding has a wide variety of majors within the area of creative arts that, along with the amazing campus life and chapel

sessions, have been the deciding factors in choosing Harding.
Every morning, we had a chapel session consisting of singing
and a short devotional. Apparently this happens every morning on campus. This was really one of the big factors that
pushed me to apply. Singing praises to God in the morning
is the way I want to wake up every day. As soon as I returned
home, I applied for admission to Harding.
The Honors Media Program has changed my senior year.
Instead of trying to find the right college all year long, I have
the focus to work on extracurriculars, such as wrestling and a
newfound hobby of acting. I am very thankful for this opportunity that has influenced my future in several ways.
GARRETT

Ro BE RTS

Clarksville, Tennessee

A freshman's story

J

When I first visited Harding in high school, I was not sure
quite what to think. I knew I loved the campus, liked the
relationships between professors and students, and thought
the programs were good. Despite these things, however, I was
not sure whether Harding was right for me or not. Wanting
to further explore what Harding was like is what made me
sign up for one of its Honors Symposium summer programs.
Wanting to learn more about how writing, one of my passions, plays a part in various careers is what made me sign up
specifically for the Honors Media and Culture session.
One of the very first classes I had ended up being my favorite. It was taught by the man who helped create the television
show "Doug," Joe Aaron. I was excited for this class because
I always had an interest in film and screenwriting. In total, I
had class with him four times. Through all his talks, I learned
about how to get started in the entertainment business and the
process of making a show, creating a script, and discovering

-~~

Honors Media and Culture students listen to
radio host "Sunshine" Su_11ny Payne talk about
the "King Biscuit Time" Blues radio show in
/ Helena, Arkansas. Statj~d in 1941, it is the
- .lo·n,gest-running daily .radio.i·.show in the world.
Payne has been hosting 1 for 62 years. The
- students traveled to the..M"ssissippi Delta to
learn about storytelling through Blues music.
1
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A counselor's perspectiv~

Joshua Cole Little, a 2013 broadcast journalism
alumnus, directs Aaron Clements before he anchors
a S'J)Orts segment ~n TV16 news during Honors Media
and Culture. Clements is now a freshman at Harding.

characters to write about. I also learned to go after what I am
passionate about. If I want to pursue writing in any form or
fashion - in journalism, screenwriting or fictional novels - I
can and should chase those dreams. While my dreams may
not fully happen, they definitely worit as long as I do not try.
Through Aarons class, I met the person who would end up
becoming one of my best friends and suitemates at Harding,
Katherine Stinnett. We started talking about that class and
ended up realizing we both have big dreams we want to pursue one day. However, we also both realized as Christians, we
wanted to have careers that brought glory to God. We did not
think communications could do this. This is where Nathan
Guy came in. Guy was the man who taught our Bible classes.
One of the first things he taught was how parables, stories,
are the language of God's kingdom. Through his classes,
Katherine and I both learned that stories can easily share what
God is about - love.
While those classes were some of my favorites, we learned
in every class how anything can be a story. From having a
coffee tasting and traveling to Mississippi to learning about
soul food and creating a short video that told someone's story,
we learned that lesson. Going to Honors Media and Culture
helped me realize I definitely want a career in communications. I believe I am a storyteller, and after this program, I
realized I have the tools to share anyone's story. Through
all the great lessons I learned and through the great people
who taught them, I knew Harding was the place for me.
Incorporating God and love into storytelling and all fields of
communication was something special I wanted to continue
being a part of.
Thanks to Honors Media and Culture, I now am a part of it.
Stories are everywhere. People just have to go and find them.

Homecoming queens, band fanatics, jocks and British
television enthusiasts approached the registration table one
by one on that stormy, summer afternoon in July. Fresh from
their junior year of high school, my fellow counselors and I
welcomed them and could not have been more nervous and
excited for their arrival. We had already feverishly learned
their names according to sent-in pictures and had explored
their Facebook profiles accordingly. As each of them approached the table, I couldrit help but think the same thing
each time. These are my kids.
An Honors Symposium student myself, I was so excited
to be a part of a program that meant, and still means, so
much to me. If there is anything at Harding that I truly
believe in, it is Honors Symposium. After Honors Media, I
believe in it even more.
Honors Media taught me so much about the world and
myself. While sitting at the feet of some of my favorite
professors at Harding, I myself had students sitting at my
feet. It was so interesting and enlightening to be in an inbetween position.
I was able to listen in on classes with Professor of Speech
Pat Garner, Instructor of English Heath Carpenter, Professor
of Communication Jack Shock and so many others as wisdom
poured from every sentence they spoke. The respect I have for
these people is immense, and I was able to fully absorb and
appreciate their knowledge with the opportunity to just sit and
hear. This confirmed that my decision to pursue a future in communications was the right one. They gave me passion for it all.
At the same time, I had students coming to me. I had
taken care of young children in the past, and I have a teenage
sister, but very little could have prepared me for what would
happen with these students of mine. Every single one of them
has a very special place in my heart. They made me question
my own beliefs through the questions they asked and discussions we had. They made me laugh with their unique personalities. They inspired me with their amazing talents.
Dr. Warren Casey, director of the Summer Academic Institute this past summer, told all four counselors something
at the beginning of the session that stuck with us throughout
the week. "Be someone that if [the students] were to grow up
and be like you, they would be a better person because of it,"
he said. The love and acceptance my students showed me
inspired me to truly take on this role. I poured everything I
had into Honors Media and those students. They are more
than my students. They are my friends.
While these homecoming queens, band fanatics, jocks and
British television enthusiasts sipped coffee, explored Mississippi and ventured through Little Rock, they formed relationships the likes of which I have never seen. The girls were able
to see true spiritual leaders in the boys , and the boys were
able to appreciate the servant hearts of the girls. They were
beautiful, Godly friendships.
My deepest prayer is that they will return to this campus
on another warm day in the little town in Arkansas where it
all started - because I will be waiting for them.

JORDAN DOYLE

TORIA PARRETT

McKinney, Texas

Columbia, Tennessee
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(Connections)
1974

(1619 Pineberry St. , Lakeland,

Mkhael Justus published a
book titled Catching a Few Rays
- Sitting with Solomon Under
the Sun, a study of the book
of Ecclesiastes. He is a family
practice physician in Searcy. He
and his wife, Elaine Shipp, have
three children. (17 Hill Creek
Circle, Searcy, AR 72143)

1980
David Osborn has been named
senior vice president of Parallon
Consulting Services. He serves
on the board of directors for
the Make a Wish Foundation
of Middle Tennessee and is an
advisory board member for the
American Heart Association.
He earned his doctorate in
philosophy from the University
of Tennessee.

1981
Linda Hilbun Bonnin has
been named vice president for
strategic communications at
Louisiana State University. She
was a longtime administrator at
University of Memphis.

1983
Sue Morris Roush is the director
of marketing and communications for the College of Journalism and Mass Communications
at University of NebraskaLincoln. (525 N. Ohio Ave. ,
York, NE 68467)

1984
Charles Dupre completed his
Ed.D. in educational leadership
at Lamar University in May
2014. He is superintendent of
Fort Bend Independent School
District, and his wife, Seeju
Merritt ('86), is a freelance artist. (4531 Nassau Drive, Sugar
Land, TX 77479)

1987
Andy Robison is director of West
Virginia School of Preaching in
Moundsville. His wife, Marcia
Giesler ('88) , is a homemaker
and volunteer in the library of
WVSOP. Their two children,
Hannah and Andrew, are both
Harding students. (46 Ridgecrest
Road, Wheeling, WV 26003)

1996
Brandon and Kelly Averitt Hoyt
announce the birth of a daughter, Caroline, Oct. 28, 2014.
They have three other daughters, Katie, Emma and Grace.
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FL 33803)

1998
Ryan and Christine Bertolani
Booth announce the birth of a

son, Ronan Joaquin, Jan. 31 ,
2014. Ryan is a criminalist, and
Christine is a homemaker after
working as a social worker for
the elderly. (1418 N. Fruit Ave.,
Fresno, CA 93728)

Harding historian
The year was 1938, and Esther
Marie Clay Yingling ('42) rode a
train from Louisville, Kentucky,
to attend Harding as a freshman.
Yingling says her mother had attended Cordell Christian College,
one of Harding's predecessors, and
because her church was small while
growing up, Yingling was excited to
be around so many young people in
the church. "I thought I had died
and gone to heaven," Yingling says.
At Harding Yingling says she developed relationships that
have lasted a lifetime - from riding the train to school with
Jim Bill Mclnteer and living in a dorm overseen by Mrs. Florence Cathcart to long family histories with the Bensons and J.N.
Armstrong. While many recognize these names as buildings on
campus, Yingling remembers these names as friends and mentors. Yingling says she felt that they all truly cared about getting to know the students and even remembers once sitting on
a swing with a boy on the front lawn and J.N. Armstrong passing by to say, "I didn't know about this." Yingling also worked
at the library while she was a student, was active in GATA social
club, was a May Queen candidate, and played tennis.
During Yingling's time at Harding, World War II had begun,
and many of the male students went into the service, while
many women eventually went to work in the war plants. She
graduated with a degree in English and history and was teaching
social studies at a middle school when she decided to take a job
at a local war plant. She later returned to teaching when the war
was over. Yingling taught for a total of 31 years with her last 10
years at Harding Academy, which she says were the best years.
Yingingly, though now retired, still plays an important role in
Harding's community and stays involved on campus, particularly
in Bison basketball. She secures reserved seats at every game
in the Rhodes Field House, named after her favorite teacher,
whom she says some of the students called "Pappy" Rhodes.
Yingling says that Bison basketball reminds her of her own
time as a student at Harding, going to Searcy High School to
watch the Harding games before the Bisons had an adequate
gym of their own.
According to Assistant to the President for Parent and Alumni
Relations Liz Howell, they have been friends for many years, and
she refers to Yingling as a "keeper of Harding history." According
to Howell, much of Harding's success can be attributed to the
right people in the right place, and she considers the Yinglings
to be an integral part of Harding in that way.
Yingling's unwavering dedication is recognizable through her
work as a teacher, as an advocate of Women for Harding, and
her efforts in caring for and preserving Harding's history, as well
as her many contributions in other areas, including the Yingling
family scholarship. H
- Bethany Aspey

1999

Simon and Jamie Chitty Knapp
announce the birth of a daughter, Mila Gayle, Aug. 3, 2014.
Simon is a pilot for British
Airways , and Jamie works with
the Rockefeller Foundation in
New York City.
Eli Perkins has joined Franklin
Covey as a client partner in their
education practice. His territory
covers Tennessee and Mississippi. He and his wife, Kristen Meredith ('97) have two daughters,
Meredith and Molly. (52 Banwell
Park, Franklin, TN 37069)

2000
Dan Whittington attained his
Accredited Asset Management
Specialist designation through
the College for Financial Planning. He works as a financial
adviser for Edward Jones
Investments in Searcy. His
wife, Crystal Jensen ('02) , is an
assistant professor in the family
and consumer sciences department at Harding. They have
three children, Mia, Aidan and
Hudson. (150 Pleasant View
Drive, Searcy, AR 72143)

2001
Andrea Richmond married Jeff
Barnett June 14, 2014. They
met at Episcopal Collegiate
School in Little Rock, Arkansas ,
where Andrea is a kindergarten
teacher and varsity girYs soccer
and varsity tennis coach, and
Jeff is a health/physical education teacher and junior high
football and varsity baseball
coach. (44 Meadow Ridge Loop,
Maumelle, AR 72113)
Matthew Wilson earned his
Ph.D. in curriculum and instruction with an emphasis in
math education from University of Arkansas. He is employed
as a math coach for Fayetteville
Public School District. He and
his wife, Rachel Hamilton ('01) ,
have three children. (11486
Clubhouse Parkway, Farmington, AR 72730)

2002
Brandon and Randi Thurmon
Thomas announce the birth of a
daughter, Lillian "Lilli" Brooke,
July 29, 2014. They also have
a son, Carson Thomas. (3509
High Countryside Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051)

2003
Joe and Elizabeth Bresnahan

[Connections]
2009
Austin Bryan has joined Smith
Capital Management of Little
Rock, Arkansas, as a financial
adviser. His wife is Kendyl
Washburn ('08). (10 Miramar
Court, Little Rock, AR 72223)
Chris ('10) and Jana Bankston
Mitchell announce the birth of
a daughter, Ava Lynn, Oct. 1,
2014. Chris is a staff auditor
for the Arkansas division of
Legislative Audit, and Jana is a
homemaker. (417 Craig Drive,
Searcy, AR 72143)
Benjamin Stafford ('11) married Miriam Lenon Sept. 7,
2014. (408 Old Romney Drive
W., Lafayette, IN 47909)

2010
Jordan Binkley ('09) married
Donna Dority July 18, 2014.
Jordan is a senior accountant
at Arkansas Blue Cross Blue
Shield, and Donna is a firstgrade teacher at Pulaski Academy. (3400 S. Bowman Road,
#417, Little Rock, AR 72211)

2011
Drew Dell received a Master
of Science degree in nurse
anesthesia from Texas Wesleyan
University. He is married to
Kellie DeAtley. (235 N. Green
St., Wichita, KS 67214)
Colby and Cassandra Searcy
Roberts announce the birth of
a son, Connor Blythe, Aug. 14,
2014. (209 Dawn Drive, Centerton, AR 72719)

2012
Mark ('10) and Courtney Carter
Wagner announce the birth of
a daughter, Nora Jane, Sept. 4,
2014. Mark teaches high school
mathematics, and Courtney
teaches kindergarten, both in
White County Central School
District. (105 Dean St., Searcy,
AR 72143)

2013
R. Rives Rorabaugh started the
music program for an inner-city
Christian school serving students
under the poverty line. She has
begun her second year of teaching at HOPE Christian Schools
and now has 420 students in
grades K4-8. (3377 North Pierce
St., #2, Milwaukee, WI 53212)

2014
Mark Finch ('12) married
Amberly Rogers June 13, 2014.
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Redefining
m1ss1on
Paul Chandler ('03) is giving a

new meaning to the term "mission
field." As the strength and conditioning coach for the baseball
and softball teams at University of
Florida, Chandler is using his faith
to influence the world of Division
I athletics.
A Searcy native, Chandler never
thought he would come to Harding.
"I chose Harding essentially because I wanted the opportunity to play college athletics," Chandler said. "Growing up in
Searcy, usually one of the last places you think of going to is
your hometown college, but it obviously ended up being one of
the best decisions of my life."
As a kinesiology major, Chandler met his wife, Veronica Piech
('04), and was a member of the social club Seminoles. He was
a student athlete, playing on the football team for four years,
and went on to earn his master's degree in education with an
emphasis in kinesiology in 2005.
Chandler also served as graduate assistant in the football
weight room at Harding where he fell in love with the job. He
became a strength and conditioning intern at University of
Florida after graduating with his master's degree and was hired
on full time and stayed for two years before moving to West
Virginia University as strength and conditioning coordinator
for the football and baseball teams. After working for two years
at West Virginia University, Chandler returned to University of
Florida where he has been since 2010.
Chandler said Harding was the place that got him thinking
about getting out and working with young people. He also said
his education at Harding has impacted his job immensely.
"I think the big thing is just the consistency of the habits
that you form at Harding with Bible, chapel, praying after football practice, and those sorts of things," Chandler said. "They
just keep you more grounded in terms of what is really our
purpose here on Earth."
Chandler says he uses what he learned at Harding to connect
with student athletes in the weight room on a deeper level.
"Whether it's having a direct conversation or just trying
to be an example the best you can, those interactions are so
meaningful for 18 to 20 year olds," Chandler said.
Chandler says the best way to approach the subject of faith
has been to pay attention and notice when the athletes don't
seem quite themselves.
"These 18 to 20 year olds are searching for truth, and if you
can help point them in the right direction, you can alter their
whole life course," Chandler said. "Ultimately we're judged on
wins and losses and those sorts of things in a Division I environment, but those personal interactions and life coaching
moments are really what fuels me as a coach."
Whether it's being an example as a father and husband or
just a listening ear, Chandler is using his faith to influence
those around him.
"You don't have to be a missionary," Chandler said. "The
weight room is my mission field." H
- Toria Parrett

(12074 Newcastle Ave., #415,
Baton Rouge, LA 70816)
April Michelle Walters married
William Brice Davis Aug. 16,
2014. April is employed at Big
Heart Pet Brands in Rogers,
Arkansas. (6600 Highland Park
Drive, Fort Smith, AR 72916)

Send us your news
We love hearing from you.
Please keep us updated with
what's happening in your Life:
a wedding, birth, job change,
promotion, award, retirement,
etc. Send your news items to:
"Connections"
Harding University
Office of Alumni Relations
Box 10768
Searcy, AR 72149-5615
or alumninews@harding.edu
Please note that because of
publishing deadlines, your
information may be delayed
an issue.

Passages
Sidney Larimore Hooper ('39) ,
94, of Nashville, Tennessee,
died May 30, 2014. He served in
the U.S . Navy from 1941-46. He
was in insurance sales, an adjunct professor and AAA travel
consultant after retirement. He
was a member of the church of
Christ where he served as song
leader, teacher and minister at
several congregations, including Charlotte Avenue, Oakland,
Otter Creek and Northside (St.
Pete). He was preceded in death
by his wife of 65 years, Roberta
Schrader; and a son, Sidney Jr.
He is survived by three sons,
David, Randy and Jonathan;
10 grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.
Carl Anderson Tate ('47), 89, of
Wichita, Kansas, died Sept. 30,
2014. He was a Boeing Aircraft
Co. chemical engineer. He was
preceded in death by his wife,
Betty. He is survived by a son,
Gerald; a granddaughter; and
two great-grandchildren.
Harold Everett Jackson ('49) ,
87, of Sarasota, Florida, died
June 16, 2013. He was a World
War II Navy veteran and a
maintenance engineer with
Conoco Phillips. He was a
member of North Jackson
Avenue Church of Christ for
57 years prior to moving to
Sarasota, Florida, and South

Trail Church of Christ. He
is survived by his wife, Lois
Gurganus Jackson ('48); two
children, Deborah Lemke and
Scott; seven grandchildren; and
12 great-grandchildren.
Clarence Obert Henderson ('50),
88, of Hood River, Oregon, died
Sept. 1, 2014. He was drafted in
World War II, held the rank of
Army first sergeant, and served
as a medic in the Philippines.
He earned his master's degree
in business from Washington
State University in 1959 and
a doctorate from University
of Oregon in 1964. Preaching
and teaching college business
were his chosen occupations.
He preached for churches of
Christ in Marta, Texas; East St.
Louis, Illinois; Walnut Ridge,
Arkansas; Pullman, Washington; and Loveland, Colorado.
He taught at Colorado State
University, Washington State
University, Harding University
and Columbia Christian/Cascade College. While at Harding
in the 1970s, he began Campaigns Northwest. He and his
late wife, Juanita McGuire ('53)
delivered Meals on Wheels for
22 years. He is survived by four
children, Cam ('75) , Brent ('79) ,
Karen James ('80) and Vern;
nine grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.
Tommy C. Adams ('51), 88, of
Chula Vista, California, died
Aug. 9, 2014. He joined the Navy
during World War II, where he
was a radio operator. He joined
the Border Patrol after college
and retired as a U.S. Customs
Port director at Calexico, California. He is survived by his wife,
Carmen; and a brother, Frank.
John Curtis McGuire ('51) , 84,
of Gillette, Wyoming, died Dec.
2, 2013. He served two years in
the Army during the Korean
War followed by his career
in the oil and gas industry
where he formed Powder River
Royalty. He was a real estate
developer and a member of
the church of Christ. He was a
private pilot and loved to fly, despite having walked away from
three crashes. He is survived
by his wife, Alice Marie Smith;
three children, Susan Barlow,
Craig McGuire and Jennifer
Haste; two siblings, Stanley
McGuire and Audrey Vaughn;
six grandchildren, and one
great-granddaughter.
Dorothy "Dot" Elizabeth Tulloss Beck ('52), 85 , of Searcy,

died Oct. 2, 2014. After high
school, she taught elementary
school before attending Harding. She was the owner of Dot
Beck's Kindergarten in Searcy
for many years and in 1993,
turned it into a senior living facility called Tender Years, which
closed in 2002. She was a member of Associated Women for
Harding and College Church
of Christ. She volunteered at
White County Medical Center
and also was known for her
singing and storytelling. She
is survived by three children,
Gary ('75) , Debra Cave ('79) and
Melody Hogan ('86); a brother,
Jeep Tullous; six grandchildren;
and five great-grandchildren.
Lawrence H. Roberts ('52) 86, of
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas,

died Oct. 22, 2014. Following a
career in education at Jessieville
High School
and teaching
psychology
at Southern
Arkansas
University,
he went on to
work with
public schools to test, evaluate and improve curriculum
programs. In retirement, he
wrote hymns and a book on his
paternal genealogy and served
as a Gospel preacher for more
than 20 years. He was a member of Mockingbird Church
of Christ. He was preceded in
death by his wife Cora Doss;
He is survived by two children,
Shirley Anderson and Mark;
a sister, Marge Moran; eight

grandchildren; and six greatgrandchildren.
Weldon Hatcher ('55) 81, of
Ridgeland, Mississippi, died
Sept. 12, 2014. He received his
master's and doctorate degrees
from The University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg.
Between his undergraduate
and graduate work, he served
in the U.S. Air Force. He was
a minister of the church of
Christ, preaching at churches
in Plain Dealing and Blanchard,
Louisiana, and Hattiesburg and
Ellisville in Mississippi. He
also was a campus minister at
Louisiana State University and
at The University of Southern
Mississippi, and he served as
a voluntary chaplain at Sunnybrook Estates in Madison,

[ ENHANCING THE MISSION ]

Documents you need to put in one safe place
By TE D

HA c KN E Y,

director of the Center for Charitable Estate Planning

Most of us have important documents spread out between our house, bank safe deposit box and workplace, ending up there because we needed them for one purpose or another over time. We have, without
intending to, made life very difficult for our friends and loved ones who may be called
on to help us or our families in the event of our death, disability or other emergency.
Several of your trusted loved ones should have a list of these documents indicating where they can be located. Additionally, at least one trusted loved one
needs to have access to those documents for them to be of any good to you. So,
if you have a safe deposit box, at least one other person must be listed on the
owner/access card at the bank to be able to get into the box. Likewise, if you have
Ted Hackney
a strongbox or safe at home, a trusted person must know where it is located and
be able to find and get into it with a key or combination you have provided. Here is a list of some
essential documents that should be kept in one of those safe places:
~

WILL
Letter of instruction
Trust documents
Durable financial power of attorney (DPOA)
Non-durable powers of attorney

> MARRIAGE

AND DIVORCE
Marriage license
Divorce papers
Military documents (DD214)

> PROOF

OF OWNERSHIP
Housing, land and cemetery deeds
Escrow mortgage accounts
Proof of loans made and debts owed
Vehicle titles
Stock certificates, savings bonds and
brokerage accounts
Partnership and corporate operating agreements
Tax returns

> HEALTH

CARE
Personal and family medical history
Durable health care power of attorney
Authorization to release health care
information
Living will
Do-not-resuscitate order

;, LIFE INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT
Life insurance policies
Individual retirement accounts
401(k) accounts
Pension documents
Annuity contracts
; BANK ACCOUNTS/SOCIAL MEDIA
List of bank accounts
List of all user names and passwords
List of safe-deposit boxes

If we can assist you, please call us at 501-279-4210 or 800-477-4312 or email us at thackney@
harding.edu. H
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Mississippi. He was a psychologist at Mississippi State
Hospital at Whitfield and previously was director of Evergreen
Presbyterian Vocational School,
Southern Christian Home and
Sunnybrook Children's Home.
He was preceded in death by
his first wife, Betty Norris; and
a son, Gary. He is survived by
his wife, Joyce Hardcastle; two
children, Donna Payne and Jim;
a sister, Esther Smith ('58); and
three granddaughters.
Russell Lee Mertens ('56), 79,
of Galveston, Texas, died June
18, 2014. He earned a master's
degree in computer science
from University of HoustonClear Lake. He served three
years as an agent in the army
Central Intelligence Corp.
While employed at White Sands
Missile Range, he received
a Presidential Citation from
Lyndon B. Johnson. During a
40-year career with the space
industry, he worked on the
original Apollo missions and in
the design of the Space Shuttle.
After retirement to his beloved
Galveston, he became landmark
commissioner, served on the
board of San Jacinto Neighborhood Association, and GAIN.
He and his wife, Gloria Dinkins
('60) , were members of Broadway Church of Christ in Galveston and were instrumental in
starting Clear Lake Church
of Christ in Houston. They
cared for more than 25 foster
children, and he served on the
board for Christian Child Help
Foundation and for National
Foster Parents Convention. He
is survived by his wife; three
children, Aundrea, Kevin and
Angela; 10 grandchildren, and
five great-grandchildren.
Mary Jane Claxton Talbert ('56) ,
79, of Cookeville, Tennessee, died May 13, 2014. She
obtained a bachelor's degree in
1957 from Iowa State University. She worked as a dietitian
in the Tennessee Department
of Health and Environment
and prior to retirement, for the
Upper Cumberland Regional
Health Office. She was a member of Jefferson Avenue Church
of Christ. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Gene
Elmer, and a daughter, Deborah
Sue. She is survived by three
sons, David, Doug and Steve;
and six grandchildren.
Mary Elizabeth "Betty" Baker
Coile ('59) , 75 , of Ennis, Texas,
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[ EVENTS ]

EEBRUARY
16
Winter Preview

19
ASI speaker Archie Manning

19-21, 26-28
Theatre: "The Scarlet Letter"

23
Lyceum: Aquila Theatre
"The Tempest"

MARCH
6-7
Young Adult Author Series:
Steve Sheinkin

9-13
Spring break

17
ASI speaker Dr. Kent Brantley

17-19
Grad Fest

Ae RI L
2-4
Spring Sing

2-5
Bison Days IV

7
Lyceum: Trevor Wye

17-18
Young Adult Author Series:
Roland Smith

23
ASI speaker
George Papandreou

MAY
9
Spring graduation

11-22
Intersession

11-July 31
Extended summer session

For a complete list of events
and contact information, visit
www.harding.edu/calendar.

~

died Jan. 19, 2013 . She worked
as an accountant and CPA for
more than 35 years. She was
a member of the church of
Christ. She is survived by her
husband, Charles Preston;
children Gregory, James and
Sandra Moritz; two siblings,
Lester Ellis Baker and Patricia
Kee; nine grandchildren, and a
great-grandchild.
Don J. Helms ('59), 76, of Russellville, Arkansas, died Nov.
6, 2014. He
earned his
MBA from
University
of Arkansas.
In 1961, he
completed
basic training
at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri,
and then continued his service
in the U.S. Army Reserves. He
accepted a teaching position
at Arkansas Tech University at
the age of 22, making him the
youngest full-time instructor
on their staff. While teaching
accounting and management at
Tech, he earned his Ph.D. from
University of Arkansas in 1978
and retired from ATU in 1991
after 30 years of teaching. He
was a CPA in Russellville for
more than 40 years and a member of the Arkansas Certified
Society of Public Accountants.
He also was a member of Arkansas Tech University Council
of Professionals, Camp Caudle
Board, and Harding University President's Council and
Builders Circle. In 1989, he was
recognized as an Outstanding
Alumnus by Harding's School
of Business. A member of West
Side Church of Christ, he served
as a deacon, treasurer and elder
for 36 years and taught Bible
classes. He was a leader in the
establishment of the Church of
Christ Student Center on the
Arkansas Tech campus. He was
preceded in death by his <laughter, Cheryl ('92). He is survived
by his wife, Margaret Hicks
('63) ; two children, Donna ('86)
and Bill ('87); his mother, Mirl;
and three grandchildren.
Emanuel Ray Hester ('59) , 79,
of Chandler, North Carolina,
died May 3, 2014. A retired
chiropractor, he was married
to Doris Sue Jones ('59) , who
preceded him in death. He is
survived by two children, Eric
and Jan Luquire; a brother,
Samuel Edward Hester ('68);
and three grandchildren.

Jack Ernest Campbell ('60) , 78,

died March 29, 2012. He served
in the Navy in Korea. He is
survived by his wife, Kathleen
Payne ('59).
John Wilber Davis Sr. ('60) , 77,
of Worthington, Indiana, died
Oct. 10, 2014. He and his wife,
Peggy Lou Hinds ('62) , taught
in Ethiopia, Alaska, Indiana and
the South Pole. Survivors inelude his wife, who died a week
later on Oct. 17, 2014; four
children, John Jr. ('89), Andrew
('91) , Matthew ('91) and Betty
Richter ('98); a brother, Ted; and
13 grandchildren.
Peggy Lou Hinds Davis ('62),
73, of Worthington, Indiana,
died Oct. 17, 2014. She and her
husband, John Wilber Davis Sr.,
taught in Ethiopia, Alaska, Indiana and the South Pole. She was
preceded in death by her husband. Survivors include her children, John Jr. ('89) , Andrew ('91),
Matthew ('91) and Betty Richter
('98); two sisters, Anna Sue York
('67) and Ruth Ellen Stiehl ('68) ;
and 13 grandchildren.
James "Jim" Melville Landers ('64) , 78, of Peachtree City,

Georgia, died Oct. 19, 2014. He
was a graduate of University of
Central Arkansas where he was
inducted into the Sports Hall of
Fame for his basketball achievements. He earned his M.A.T.
at Harding. He was a retired
professor and school teacher
from New York State Teacher's
Association and Arlington
Christian Schools in Fairburn,
Georgia. He taught 23 years
on Long Island, New York, and
14 years in Georgia. He was a
deacon and elder in the church
of Christ, did prison ministry,
and went on mission trips. He
is survived by his wife, Rebecca;
three children, Kelly BakerBarnes ('83) , Kevin and Bryan;
and 12 grandchildren.
Katherine "Kay" Northcut
Sallee ('64) , 71 , of Fort Worth,

Texas, died July 13 , 2011. She
earned a master oflandscape
architecture degree in 1996
from University of Texas at
Arlington. She became a writer,
first as an advertising copywriter and then as a newspaper
journalist. In 1967 she became
a society editor at the Star-Telegram for 15 years. After obtaining her horticulture degree, she
spent the remaining five years
of her career as a horticulture
writer for national plant maga-

zines. She is survived by her
husband Richard James Sallee;
and a son, Joaquin Torrans.
Dean Stanley Bawcom ('70),
66, of Nashville, Tennessee,
died Oct. 5, 2014. He and his
AGNES

wife of 44 years, Lana Cowart
('72), were long-term residents
of Searcy. From 1970-73 he
served as an admissions adviser
and tennis coach at Harding.
In 1973, he began a career in
MICHELE

WARREN
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yearbook sales and support for
schools throughout northeast
and north central Arkansas. He
was a deacon and Sunday school
teacher at College Church of
Christ prior to moving to Nash-

1928-2014

Nursing's first director
By C LI FT o N L.

GAN us

When a university decides to start a new pro-

gram, the first thing they must do is to employ
a qualified, capable and dedicated director
to develop and oversee it. In 1972 Dr. Jimmy
Carr, assistant to the president, encouraged the
beginning of a program to train nurses at Harding. By 1974 Harding was ready to develop
the program but lacked the person needed to
plan and direct it. Someone suggested the name
of Michele Warren, a member of the church of
Christ in Detroit. I flew up to visit her and to
see if she would be interested in coming to work
with us. I found her to be well qualified but not
interested in coming to Harding.
Mickey, as her friends called her, was a practicing nurse in addition to a teacher, which she
enjoyed. Moreover, Will Ed, her husband, was a
minister for a local congregation and was happy
in his work. It was not easy to dislodge them from
Detroit, but I continued to talk to them until they
agreed to come to join us at Harding. It turned
out that Will Ed was serendipity for us in that he
was a very fine Bible teacher for many years.
Born to an impoverished family in Georgia,
Mickey soon lost her mother and moved with
her family to San Antonio. She dropped out of
school in the eighth grade to work in support of
her family. Later she worked in a munitions factory and as a switchboard operator during World
War II. After the war, she attended Abilene
Christian University where she met her husband
in the student health clinic where they both
worked. They married in 1950 and moved to
Nashville, Tennessee, so that Mickey could pursue her nursing degree at Vanderbilt University.
After completing her degree, they moved to
Detroit where Will Ed served as a minister and she
as a nurse. Mickey helped her husband in his ministerial work as well as earning a master's degree
at Wayne State University. It was then that I was
able to talk them into coming to work at Harding. She agreed to help us start the program but
stated that she did not plan to stay permanently.
I was grateful for what time she would give us.
A new program requires a lot of hard work,
and Mickey met the challenge. She recruited
staff, developed programs, constructed floor
plans, ordered hospital beds and supplies, designed the program's official pin, and began the

JR. , chancellor emeritus
process of accreditation for state and national
agencies. She was invigorated by her work and
felt very close to her staff and students. After
three years the program was well on its way, and
Mickey decided to assist University of Central
Arkansas in their program. Will Ed continued to
teach in the Bible department at Harding.

After 15 years at UCA, Mickey retired and
assumed the role of a grandmother, which she
truly loved. She and her husband continued to
worship with the College Church of Christ until
they moved to Dallas to be near their daughter.
Harding is very grateful for the good work
Mickey did for us. I wish that she could have
seen the wonderful facility that we now have for
the program she started and could have met the
320 students who study there today. She would
be pleased and proud. H
Warren, 86, was preceded ;n death by a daughter,
Karen ('80). She ;s sur0ved by her husband, w;u Ed;
a daughter, Donna Lake ('86); and a granddaughter.

ville in 2008. He is survived by
his wife; two children, Amanda
('97) and Jay ('97); and three
siblings, Dwight ('65), Harry
and Sheila Hooten ('79).
Nancie Garner Bailey ('75), 61,
of Rogers, Arkansas, died Oct.
24, 2014. She earned an MBA
from University of Arkansas.
She taught preschool for several
years at Signal Crest, as well as
taught children's Bible classes.
She was a member of Red Bank
Church of Christ where she
helped in the development of a
children's Bible time program.
She served Hamilton County
Schools as a bookkeeper and
as a board member of Bachman Community Center. She is
survived by her husband, Jimmy,
two daughters, Jocelyn and Laura
Franklin; and by her mother,
Rosemary Hubbard Garner ('55).
Anita Jane Rivers Hamilton
('80) , 85 of Paris, Arkansas,
died Sept. 23, 2014. She held
a master's degree in education
from Harding, was an author of
religious study books, worked at
the Harding Bookstore, Harding
Academy, and as a missionary
to Latin America and Eastern
Europe. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Isaac.
She is survived by two children,
David ('77) and Anne Hamilton
Bean ('82); 11 grandchildren;
and nine great-grandchildren.
Michael Lee Landon ('83), 57, of
Groton, Connecticut, died Oct.
4, 2014. He served in the ministry for more than 30 years,
most recently at Groton Church
of Christ. He is survived by his
wife, Susan K. McFarland; three
children, Angela Howard ('06),
Cynthia Tankersley ('07) and
Michael ('l 0); and a grandson.
Walter L. Porter, 82, of Searcy,
died Oct. 15, 2014. He graduated
from Pepperdine University with his
undergraduate
and master's
degrees and
earned his
doctorate from
George Peabody College at
Vanderbilt University. He was a
Naval aviator during the Korean
War, a professor of psychology
at Harding for 26 years, and a
member of Foothills Church
of Christ. After retirement, he
authored many religious books.
He is survived by his wife, Cora
Genelle Hager ('82); a son, Harold ('96); and two grandchildren.
WINTER 201s
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End Note

A gift of love
By

TOM BUTERBAUGH

President Bruce Mclarty described it as "the happiest project I could imagine." 1959 football player Lathan Garnett said, "It seems as it was God-blessed from the beginning." Both
were referring to the new jumbotron scoreboard purchased by members of the 1959 team
in honor of their coach, Carl Allison, and Chancellor Emeritus Clifton Ganus. Team members, coaches and cheerleaders gathered for a reunion lunch in Cone Chapel the day of the
dedication Oct. 18, 2014, and while many memorable things were said about the team and
people that brought football back to Harding, 1959 player Jerry Mote summed up many of
their thoughts in his prayer before their meal.
Dear God,
We are truly grateful for
this occasion that brings this
group of people together who
has had such a wonderful and
special relationship with each
other through our participation in the restarting of the
football program here at Harding. What a great memory it
has been. We are so thankful
for that.
And dear God, we are
thankful for the unique circumstances that brought
this group of young people
together at Harding in 1959
and for the many Christian
men who made this happen
that we've talked about this
morning, and please continue
to bless their lives.
We're especially thankful for the leadership of Dr.
Ganus, Dr. Pryor and brother
Berryhill for seeing the importance and the need for
providing an opportunity for
young men to play football in
a Christian school like Harding University.
Dear God, we've all been
blessed by being at Harding
- each family member, player, teacher and administrator
have all had a tremendous
influence on our lives and
impacted our lives.
And dear God, we've been
impacted to that point that we were led, and we had the fortunate
opportunity to play under a man like coach Allison and all the
other men that were involved here.
Coach instilled the qualities that he had in himself. These were
32
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all great qualities that he
insisted on and influenced us,
and we have not forgotten
those nor will we forget those.
He was such a tremendous
example of what he wanted
our lives to be, and he asked
us to simply do the things he
had done all his life - work
hard, improve everyday, and be
the best you can be in every
aspect of life. We are just so
thankful that he and his family have touched our lives.
And dear God, we ask that
you bless his family as Coach
blessed us.
And dear God, now we
thank you for this food that
we are about to eat. We are so
thankful for all these people
who are involved in making
this such a wonderful occasion
and made all the arrangements
for this, and ... for making
this so perfect.
It has been, and it will
continue to be, a wonderful
memory for the remaining days
of our lives. Please continue
to bless us, please let us continue to strive to keep things
in perspective and to serve
you to the best of our ability
as these examples have, and
[thanks] for those men of the
1959 team that had such an
influence on each other that
they don't even realize, and
didn't realize then, for the carryover effect it has had at Harding.
We ask you to continue to bless Harding University as it goes
forward in a spiritual and Christian way, in such a fine way. This is
our prayer in Christ's name. Amen. H

In November, The College of Bible and Ministry hosted a lecture
series by Dr. Lawrence H. Schiffman, the Judge Abraham Lieberman Professor of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at New York University, director of the Global Institute for Advanced Research in
Jewish Studies, and specialist in the Dead Sea Scrolls, Judaism in
late antiquity, the history of Jewish law and Talmudic literature.

'
'
My Bible professor allowed
our class time to be spent at Dr.
Schiffman's 2 p.m. lecture. I was so
thankful for the opportunity to hear
from such a renowned scholar; his vast
knowledge and humor were impressive
and slightly overwhelming, but it was
an honor to hear about the historicity
of such vital documents. ,
,
- Kayla Rogers, freshman nursing major

'
'
I was encouraged to
see so many students, .faculty
and staff eager to learn about
the Dead Sea Scrolls and their
importance for biblical studies.
The lectures were engaging and
accessible, even though much
of the material was new for our
students. Dr. Schiffman, a former
teacher and now colleague of
mine, said that he simply felt at
home by Harding's welcome, even
though (as Jews and Christians)
we are separated by important
differences. He is now a great
admirer of Harding. ,
,
-

Dr. Daniel Oden, assistant professor of Hebrew Bible

'
'
The Dead Sea Scrolls' contribution has left a tremendous
legacy to both Judaism and Christianity because ultimately, the
core of both of these groups all have to do with understanding the
Hebrew Scriptures and how they were interpreted. ,
,
- Dr. Lawrence Schiffman
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